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THE  1928-39  GRAPEFRUIT  SITUaTIOII  EI  THE  ISLE  OF  PITIES 

The  early  crop  of  grapefruit  in  the  Isle  of  Pines  is  now  estimated 
at  100,000  crates,  according  to  a  report  received  in  the  Foreign  Service 
of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  from  Vice  Consul  John  J.  Coyle 
at  Ifueva  Gerona,  Isle  of  Pines.     This  figure,  representing  only  the  early 
crop,   is  the  sane  as  the  total  production  shipped  from  the  Island  last 
year.     Last  year's  crop,  however,  rras  50  per  cent  below  the  average  for 
the  previous  five  seasons.     It  is  believed  that  the  total  production  this 
year  will  not  be  very  nrach  in  excess  of  the  early  fruit  crop,  although  it 
is  as  yet  too  early  to  make  an  accurate  estimate. 

The  grapefruit  shipping  season  of  the  Isle  of  Pines  usually  begins 
in  August  and  ends  in  May  or  June  of  the  following  year.    Due  to  the 
unusually  early  crop  this  year,  however,  exports  to  England  began  on  July 
15  and  to  the  United  States  on  July  27. 

Up  to  August  1  the  shipments  to  England  had  totaled  1,793  crates 
and  those  to  the  United  States  795  crates.    The  crop  this  year  is  said 
to  be  of  good  quality.     Speculators  have  purchased  the  major  portion  of 
the  crop  at  an  average  price  of  $2.50  per  crate,  f.o.b.  Nueva  Gerona, 
states  Vice  Consul  Coyle.    Reports  from  the  British  market  indicate  that 
no  appreciable  supply  of  grapefruit  is  in  sight  for  that  market  during 
August  and  September  and  apart  of  October.    This  fact,  coupled  with  the 
fact  that  growers  on  the  Island  are  malting  every  effort  to  reap  the  ad- 
vantages of  the  favorable  prices  obtaining  in  the  American  markets  before 
the  arrival  of  the  Florida  crop,  indicates  that  shipments  will  be  heavy 
during  August  and  September.     It  is  believed  that  the  entire  early  crop  of 
grapefruit  will  have  been  shipped  from  the  Island  by  October  15. 


0 


